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Brief History

The Black River State Forest was estalirails link up with an extensive network of
lished in 1957 after the Federal Governeounty trails.
ment had conveyed 59,000 acres of forest The construction of Interstate 94 con-
land to the Wisconsin Conservation Detributed to the development of the Robinson
partment in 1955. Through further landBeach swimming area. The need for sandfill
purchases, the forest has grown to its presemisulted in the digging of an 11 acre clear
size of approximately 67,000 acres. water pond in 1968. The water is crystal
The area within the Black River Stateclear and the beach is over 600 feet long.
Forest was first subjected to logging in When cross-country skiing became
1850; then it was settled by homesteadegopular in the early 1970’s, a 14 mile trail
seeking farmland. Before the logging daysvas developed. Another 12 miles were
of the 1800’s, the forest consisted primarilyadded in 1981. The cross-country ski trails
of white and red pine. Today the Forestn the Black River State Forest are consid-
consists of a mix of jack pine, oak, ancered some of the finest in the state.
aspen with an increasing component of The cross-country ski trails are popular
white pine in both the understory and canopfpr backpacking, hiking and mountain bik-"
layers. ing during the other seasons of the year.
A service building was constructed afThe trails wind through rolling, sometimes
Castle Mound Roadside Park in 1958 whickteep, terrain. Many scenic vistas are 10
complimented the existing log shelter andated along the trail. There are also thre
home built by the Civilian Conservationnature trails with one located at each camg
Corp (CCC)workersin 1938. Aloop camp-ground.
ground with toilets soon followed along The forest provides excellent hunting
with an observation tower which replacedor whitetail deer, ruffed grouse, wild tur-
the fire lookout cabin on top of the moundkey and squirrels. Fishing is also popular o
By 1966, attendance at the Black Rivethe Black River, East Fork of the Black
State Forest exceeded 100,000 visitors aRiver and on various flowages found
nually. Today over 300,000 visitors use théhroughout the forest.
forest on an annual basis. Logging activity can be found going on
The advent of snowmobiles brought d@hroughout the forest on a year round basis
new type of recreation for the forest and il he modern equipmentis quite a contrastt
1967 a 14 mile loop trail was constructedthe axes, sleds and horses once used in {
Today more than 50 miles of snowmobilel800’s.

Kids! Parents! Explore Together

Would you like to have some camp-workbook during your stay in the Forest.

ground activities for yourself and your chil-The activities are easy and fun! Once the GeOIO y . i .
dren and receive an environmental educavorkbook is completed, return it to any sin Dells, a natural dam on the Wisconsin
tion lesson at the same time? As Juniguarticipating state park or forest to receive River was created by rock and debris de-

Rangers and Wisconsin Explorers, you cayour certificate of achievement and a free 400 million years ago this area wagosited bY melting glaciers. This dam cre-
really get into nature! The Junior Rangewildlife patch for your cap or jacket. Socovered by an inland sea which left deposated Glacial Lake Wisconsin (located south

programiis for children K-3rd grades, whilecome on! Have fun earning your patctS Of sand to depths up to 400 feet. Thesend east of the state forest).

the Wisconsin Explorer program is for 4-while learning about your favorite animals Ick layers of sand compressed and formed Glacial Lake Wisconsin and out wash

6th graders. Here’'s how to get involved. The Forest also has a litter pick-up pro'—nto sandstone, known as Cambrian Sandrom the Black Riverregulted in the present

Ask at the forest office or contact stationgram whereby children can obtain litterSi0N€- As the seas disappeared, due $andy soils, poorly drained areas and rela-

for your free Junior Ranger or Wisconsirbags at the contact station. For each bag BRanges in weather patterns, the sandstotieely flat terrain.

Explorer workbook. You can complete thélitter that is collected and turned in at thd/3S exposed to the forces of wind and rain. Hike the nature trail at Castle Mound or
contact station, the children are given uch of the sandstone has eroded over thke ski trail at Wildcat Mound and get a

token which they can use to upurchaseyearsformlng broad sandyplalnswlth sanc:lose up view of a remnant sandstone

various nature posters. stone remnants such as Castle, Wildcat amlound. When you get to the top of the

. numerous other mounds in the area. Theseound, look off in the distance and see the
Informq"on mounds are also called outliers. flat, wooded, and marshy areas to the east.
) Though the Black River State Forest i©OR! Hike the trail at Perry Creek and see
F%rlegtHvaj)?eéTtéggtem N 1- | A located in the driftless (non-glaciated) are¢he scenic sandstone gorge carved from
, . of Wisconsin, glaciers had a tremendougears of erosion. OR! Canoe the Black
Black River Falls, Wi 54615 arura reas impact in shaping the landscape as we seeRiver and witness for yourself the geologic
Castle Mound Office Not all areas in the Black River Statd2day- Glaciers_ carried tons of rock, gravel@eatu_res ofthe area along with the spectacu-
(715) 284-4103 Forest are intensively managed for recresand and debris as they slowly carved theliar view. Over the years, the Black River
DNR Service Center ation or timber management. Approxi-Vay south. About 10,000 years ago whehas cut its channel down through the sand-
(715) 284-1400 mately 800 acres have been designated the Wisconsin Ice Age was endllng Weathmqne to expose the much older granite.
State Natural Areas. The primary purposQattemS changeq and the glaciers b(—j:ganTmns can be seenonthe stretch from Hatfield
E me rge n cy of this designation is to preserve designaterGelt- As the glaciers receded near Wiscorsouth to Black River Falls.
. sites or areas in a natural condition with
| nfo rmqh on little human disturbance.

Some of the Natural Areas in the for-

Notify DNR Service Center, Castld €St include white pine forest types which This Paper Aims To Help You Enjoy Your Visit

Mound Office, or call the Sheriff's have the potential to become old growth

Office at (715) 284-5357. forest. Some of these areas contain rare TheState Park/Forest Visitas published by the Department of Natural Resources to
Public phones are located i plant species. help you enjoy your visit. This paper answers visitor's most commonly asked questions
Millston. Hatfield. Black River Falls Intensive public use of these areas iabout the Forest. If you have other questions, ask the manager or staff at the Forest office.

not encouraged. However, recreational TheVisitor is distributed without charge to Forest visitors. Any material in it may be
uses such as hiking, nature appreciaeproduced as long as the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is acknowledged.
tion, and educational use are allowedPlease don't throw theisitor away. Take it home for future reference or pass it on to a
and encouraged. friend. If you must discard it, use a container - don't litter. Better yet, recycle the Visitor!

and Castle Mound campground.
For medical assistance a hospitgl
is located in Black River Falls.




Black River State Forest Visitor

Canoein

9 Rules and
The Black River begins in Taylor .

@ County and flows southwesterly Rengflons
entering the Mississippi River at

Our state parks and forests are sg
cial areas that have been establishpd
to protect our natural heritage. Liste
below are some guidelines for you t
follow to enjoy your visit and comply
with the rules.

1. Camping—All campers must ob
tain a camping permit. Camping i
allowed in designated areas only.
(11 p.m.is quiettime in the forest.

LaCrosse. From Clark County to Black
River Falls the river has cut its channg
down through the sandstone to expose tije
much older granite rock. This window,
called an inlier, is forty miles long and
gives this portion of the river a special
character that canoeists enjoy. The Blag
River was so named because the iron co
tent of the water gives it a dark, black
brown stain.

=N

. . 2. ATVs and Snowmobiles—

Above Hatfield, from nghway 94 to Operaton allowed only on desig}
Lake Arbutus, the Black River is rated nated trails
expertin high water. In low water, there ar¢ 3 Fires—Fire.s are allowed only ir
many rocks and rapids. fire rings or charcoal grills in Statg

As you travel downstream from Black Forest intensive use areas. Firds
River Falls, the river begins to widen ang cannot be left unattended .Mak
granite rock and fast water are replaced ly sure your fire is dead out .befor
sandbars and quieter waters. The sandbgrs

leaving.
Pets—Please clean up after yogir
pet. No pets in buildings or picnig
grounds.

This is not a complete set of ruleq.
These rules are enforced for yodr
safety, protection, and enjoyment.

are a perfect place to stop and rest, picnfc
and fish. Two canoe campsites are locatdd

Camping and Picnic Areas

Forest visitors can choose from thre@btain a permit and must camp at least or@uth of Black River Falls at Hawk Island
family campgrounds. All three camp-mile away from your parked vehicle. CallCampers are limited to a one night stay.

Canoers should be aware of the dam ft
Black River Falls, specifically the numbe
of gates that may be open at the dam.
Group Camp The following is a useful rule of thumb:
Highway 12 one mile east of Black Rive The group camp, located on thee No gates open at the Black River Falls
Falls, has 35 sites, 5 of which north end of the forest on Camp- dam—Safe.
are electrical. Castle Mound features: showground Road is secluded and provides peaee Two gates open—Average or better skill
ers, flush toilets, handicap accessible faand quiet for those looking to “get away required. _
cilities, sanitary dump station, andfromitall.” The group camp canaccommo- Three or more gates open—Canoeing
reserveable sites. Campsites may be réate a maximum of 50 people. Water, pit not recommended. Poison ivy is a native species that is
served between May 15th and October 1&pilets, picnic tables, cooking grills, adog 1 o = o 01 River and Morrison Creel€ommon on the Black River State Forest.
by contacting Reserve America at 1-88gkennel, and a large fire ring are prov'ded'provide good canoeing in the spring and Ne Plant has three shiny leaflets on a stem
947-2757 or aivww.reserveamerica.com.  'he new indoor building at the 9roUPearly summer and during periods of highePCCUrs as a low growing branch or vine.
A “must see” for Castle Mound visitors iscamp is a popular four-season facility, -.- - Contact with the leaves, white berries or
the view from the top of Castle Mound.Twelve people can sleep comfortably, buf” Canoe rentals are available locally. DudWigs can cause an allergic skin reaction
Follow the nature trail to the top. Castleyou will need to bring a mattress pad or bed fluctuating water levels, conditionsWith anitchy, oozing rash with blisters. The
Mound campground is open year round. foll to cushion the wood bunks. Stove "0 "= o prior to 'canoeing thEash may spread.

Pigeon Creek Campground, located ofgfrigerator, gas fireplace, heated floors,. - Maps showing canoe landings and WWash exposed skin and clothing as soon
North Settlement Road two miles northeagtnd a bathroom with a shower are providedh . "/ i "5 1e available at campground@S Possible with soap and water. Rubbing
of Millston, has 38 campsites. Pigeon Creefkhe indoor facility is ADA compliant. Res- ‘e 0 S0 Department of Natural Re2lcohol and other alcohol hand soaps can
Flowage provides a nice swimming beac®rvations are required, with a two-day mini- ources service center in Black River Fall<IS0 be used to remove the plant oils that
and fishing within walking distance of themum onsummer weekends. No reservatio cause this rash.
campground. Campers can experience 'gay be submitted more than one year in
more rustic outing, as electricity is notadvance of the date the campsite is to be
available. The five mile mountain bike trailoccupied.

connects you to the 20 plus miles of hiking Gun Deer Season Camping Mou ntq In BI ke Trq I Is

grounds have nature trails, water, pit toier write the forest office for additional

lets, firewood and picnic facilities. All of information and permits.

the campsites are wooded and well screene
Castle Mound Campground, located o

Poison lvy

Leaflets three — let them be.

tszrilntr&IILSe;Vh(le;rr?rgi?elzoa?\g}llzglﬁ té)rrenec;(ug Camping outside of designated Mountain biking has become an eveare grass surface. Pigeon Creek Trail is 5
' P 9 campgrounds is prohibited, excepincreasing source of recreation on the statgiles long and begins at the Pigeon Creek

available on a first come first serve basis, . ; ; : . .
Facilities are accessible to the handicaﬁ‘“””g the gun deer season. For the glj,qrest. Forest bike trails offer a level trailCampground. The Pigeon Creek Trail hooks

Pigeon Creek campground is open ye Fofide, as well as intermediate trails withopen to mountain bikes. Vehicle parking is

round. “Try a weekend of cross country©" off site camping on the state forest.

skiing and winter camping.” For a truly
scenic view, hike or ski (in winter) the
Wildcat or Ridge Trail located north of
Pigeon Creek Campground. =
The East Fork Campground is located
on the north end of the state forest o
Campground Road. The 25 sites are wi
spaced with half the sites located on th
banks of the East Fork River. Campsites ar
available on afirst come first serve basis.
boat landing is located at the campgroun
entrance. “Canoe from the campgroung
downstream to Lake Arbutus. This stretclg
of river provides good walleye and small
mouth bass fishing.” Or, hike the natur
trail along the bank of the East Fork Rive
for a chance to see some of the wildlife th h
abounds in the state forest. Nearby LakﬁJI
Arbutus offers a swimming beach and boat-

superintendent.

s Picnic Facilities

cenic area to enjoy a picnic lunch or ju

bles and outside cooking grills.

relax and take in the beauty of the forest.
E?og cabin picnic shelter located at Castl
ound is available for reservations. Thd
elter has a stone fireplace, electricit

j;eer season, hunters must obtain a pernfftf those who prefer an easier more relaxegp with the 24 miles of ski trails which are

more information contact the state forestome hilly terrain, to difficult trails that available at the Wildcat parking lot on

challenge the most experienced rider. You'lNorth Settlement Road or Smrekar parking
ride through scenic oak and pine forestgot on Smrekar Road.

along creeks and to the top of Wildcat Trail passes are required and can be

9l Picnic facilities are located at theMound for a splendid view of the surroundpurchased from campground attendants or
three campgrounds. All have handng forest and distant mounds. All the trailsself registration boxes at the trail parking
umps for water, picnic tables, grills and pit
ilets. Castle Mound and Pigeon Creef i
fiave playground equipment and are handi
p accessible. Perry Creek Park, Oxbo
ond and Robinson Beach provide limite(
icnic facilities. You are also welcome to
top at one of the flowages or any othg

lots or campgrounds. Please call the forest
superintendent for additional information.

Bicycle Safety

Use caution, be courteous and yield the
right-of-way to hikers.

The ski trail loops are one way. How-
ever, the links are two way. The Pigeon
Creek Trail has two way traffic.

Ride with only one person per bike.

Do not block traffic on bridges or hills.
Dismount to go around gates.
Don’tride alone and tell someone where
you have gone. The trail does not have

stt

ing opportunities.
Other camping opportunities on the stat|

Volunteer

forest include the following:
Horse Campground_ Do you like to camp? Do you enjg
The horse campground is locate meeting and helping people? Do y

daily patrol.

Report any damage, missing signs or
damage to trail surface to forest staff.
Lastly, have fun and happy biking.

O
C‘<

. on the north end of the forest orl 5ye talent and interest you would li

Campground Road. Twelve sites are avail-15 share? If yOour answers are yes, t
able on a first come first serve basis an ;
include a picnic table, fire ring and teth

X -=-'1 program at the Black River State For
ering post. The campground has pit toi

you may be interested in the voluntger

e
en Sphagnum Moss — A Unique Natural Resource

St.  The large central plain area east anthese qualities that sphagnum moss is fa-

As a volunteer, you may choose [to south of Black River Falls lies mainly in thevored by tree nurseries and garden stores.
- work in any area that interests you. Bx- bed of old, Glacial Lake Wisconsin. TheTree roots are packed in wet sphagnum
amples of opportunities are: Camp- areais dotted with a great number of marsheghich ensures seedling survival and the
ground Host, Trail Maintenance, Natl- and bogs containing the greatest concentreross is ideal for adding to potting soils.
ralist/Interpretation, Ski, Bike or Horse tion of sphagnum moss found in the United Commercial moss harvesting is very
Trail Patrol, Visitor Information, Build{  States. Sphagnum moss is often confuséthnd labor intensive and occurs during the
ing and Grounds Maintenance. with water moss and bull moss. cool times of the day during summer. The

For more mforrr_]atlon on the prg- Commercial harvesting of sphagnunmoss is raked into piles, hauled to a drying
gram or an application form, stop at the moss was a major enterprise in central Wissed where it is spread out and dried. The
Castle Mound office. By mail direqt consin throughout the 1930's, 1940’s andnoss is then baled and packaged in plastics
your inquiry to: Superintendent, 930 1950’s. Sphagnum moss has the ability tbags and delivered to commercial proces-
Hwy. 54 East, Black River Falls, hold 100 timesits weight in water. The sors. Sphagnum moss regenerates itself
54615. water is released slowly and keeps the mossiturally and can be harvested on an eight
moist even in dry weather. It is because db ten year rotation.

lets and solar powered pump for wate
The 35 mile horse trail begins at the hor

campground. Trail passes are require
Assistance is available from the East For
Campground attendant. Electricity is no

available.
a . :
If you enjoy nature, seek solitude
and welcome the challenge of
“roughing it,” you may be interested in
backpack camping on the state forest. Yo
must obtain a permit to camp out. You mus

k

Backpack Camping

[=

t
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Our Concern —Your Safety

The safety of forest visitors is a priority so please be careful at all times and please
impress safety precautions on your children. Following are some precautions tp keep
in mind.

SWIMMING -Swim safely. Swim at a designated beach where available. Nohe of
the Forest beaches have lifeguards. Don’t swim alone, at night, or in unfamiliar glaces.
Use caution when wading in unknown waters, as water depth may change algruptly.
Closely watch small children near the water.

HIKING -Hike safely. Be aware that trails vary in difficulty. Not all trails dre
surfaced. There may be steep climbs, descents, or stairways. Watch small gnildren
closely. Trail surfaces can become slippery when wet or covered by leaves arfjd pine
needles, or where there is loose gravel.

PLANTS-Never eat berries or plant parts unless you are certain of their idgntity.

If you injure yourself or become ill, report to the public contact station.

Karner Blue Butterfly

. . . Stop! Before you catch that little silveryleaves of the wild blue lupine plant. Adults
BIQC k Rlver Forest TrCIII Fou ndqhon blue butterfly, you might be capturing anfeed on the nectar of the flowering plants.

endangered species. The Karner Blue BuRrior to settlement this type of habitat was

The Black River Forest Trail Founda-include backpacking and mountain biking?e’fly_wa},s_ listed as a federally “endangereound primarily on s.andy soils supporting .
tion was started in 1990 by a group of The foundation has promoted activitieSPECI€S” in Dec_emberof 1992. Endangereak savannas and pine barrens.Thesg habi-
volunteers who were primarily cross-counsuch as Volkmarches mountain bike tour§PECies are animals and plants that are iat types were promoted by natural distur-
try skiers. The purpose of the foundation iand each year sponsors two candlelight sRN9er of becoming extinct. ldentifying,bances such as wildfire and grazing by
to aid the Department of Natural Resourcegvents. Through these fund raisers the fouRfOtecting, and restoring endangered arldrge mammals. .
Black River State Forest in enhancing théation was able to donate money to th reatened species is the.prllrnary ob!ectlye Over the last thirty years, natural distur-
Black River State Forest cross-country skBlack River State Forest towards the pur®f the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services’bances on the Black River State Foresthave
trails for public use through public awarechase of a snowmobile used in pulling®"dangered species program. been duplicated by forestry practices such
ness and fund raising. Fund raising supplerooming equipment. Although the Karner I_3Iue Butterfl_y hqs as t|r_nber harvestlng,_followed by soil scari-
ments tax dollars to help meet operational Folks that are interested in assisting O:fllmost be_come extinct in some of its hlsf|cat|0n for tree pl_antlng and n_atural seed-
needs such as trail grooming and construgeining the foundation should contact thdoric locations such as the states of Massag. These practices have stimulated the

tion. The foundation expanded its goals téorest superintendent at 715-284-1406. Cchusetts, Pennsylvania and Ohio; Wiscorgrowth of wild lupine and other flowering
sin appearsto be a stronghold for the Karng@tants so critical to the Karner Blue Butter-

Blue. fly. As you travel the forests roads in late

. . . . Why is the Karner Blue so readily foundApril to late May, you'll notice the beauti-
SpeCICﬂ InterGSt_Dl ke ] 7 Wlldllfe Area on the Black River State Forest? Abundarful wild blue lupine plants along roadsides

habitat accounts for this species presencand in recently cutover jack pine sites.

Within the Black River State Forestcrews in the 1930s. An observation toweKarner Blue caterpillars feed only on the

boundary lies the Dike 17 Wildlife Area.was also built so visitors can observe the

]:l'hIS 3,7(]10 aICTEe arﬁ? :Ishprln;argy n}%nagll(eﬂirds and animals without disturbing them:

or watertowl. Each tall hundreds of ducksapproximately 2,100 acres of the area ar

and geese are attracted to the area, Which,{;ﬁg“fe refug);_ Some endangered anjhe Return Of the

turn attracts both hunter and sightseer. lihreatened wildlife species which can bqimber Wolf 1-0

addition, Sanldhig cranesﬂ?nd Shafﬁtaiiound are the bald eagle, osprey, Easternw_ -

grouse may also be seen. The twenty floWnassasauga rattlesnake, Coopers hawg\f ISCORNSIN'S

ages of the Dike 17 area were constructeglanding’s turtle and the Karner Blue but-

by Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) anderfly. Ce ntrq I Fo re sts

Works Progress Administration (WPA)

Richard P. Thiel
Sandhill Outdoor Skills Center

FO I'eSf I-q n d M ana ge me nt Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

There they were, etched clearly in the

As you hike or drive through the Black  Jack pine, oak and white pine are thgogp spowfall. Paw prints 4 1/2 inches

River State Forest you'll notice itis a work-major tree species found in the forest. Seyg . e ‘tracks of the animal’s hind feet
ing forest. Through integrated resource mareral harvest systems are used depending Qa4 piaced into the spot where its front
agement techniques, the forest is managéoe tree species involved. Jack pine, aspgies haq peen. “wolf tracks, well I'l be...”
for a multiple of uses such as: recreatiorgnd oak are all clear-cut because the youre, cjaimed to my assistant, Stephanie Thiswanderlustis precisely how wolves
wildlife, wood products, aesthetics,seediings require full sunlight to get estabeye engon, “as | stared in disbelief at thesturned to Wisconsin. Hounded, harassed

biodiversity, watershed protection and fishlished. White pine, which is shade toleran P ; . :
eries. is selectively harvested so that just enou extbook perfect imprints of a lone timberand killed for bounties, the last of

. . . . olf's trail that crossed one of the innumer\Visconsin’s original wolf population be-

Mﬁnagt;ament ofth_e forestfforv;ood prodsunl(;?_ht is p((aerltttTld tothstnlnulate tyoun%ame tamarack swamps dotting the desolatame extirpatedginthe late ?920’5. By 1960
ucts has been a major use for the propergeediings and 1o allow the larger rees 1, ,qs.ane of eastern Jackson County i ining i ited
dating back to the early 1950’s. Wood prodgrow In size. b y the only wolves remaining in the United

. west-central Wisconsin. The date was N i i
ucts are arenewable, easily recyclable com- Whenever possible, natural regenerg;, \var 30th 1994. Oﬁé?ttﬁzrﬁc}gtrgs?foﬁg%dh%o?fﬂztmr:ﬂ;ggt;ar

modity whichis “environmentally friendly”. tion of a desirable tree species is encour-" . simber wolf, known to science asabove Lake Superior. In 1973 the U.S. Fish
The wood products from this forest helpaged, in order to provide for the next Cr9P¢anis lupus,has had a rough time sinceg Wildlife ServiF::e pléced the wolf (;n'the

support the second largest industry in WisWhere natural regeneration has failed ankee settlers and European immigrantederalEndangered Species Lidthis af-

consin and provide hundreds of people witWhere forest areas have been devastated ; . :
jobs. fire or other disturbances, trees are plante elitled the region that eventually becamforded the Minnesotawolf population some

X e state of Wisconsin. Wolves live in fami-protection (but all to often laws don’t pre-

°S Alfs called packs. Packs usually consist of@ent some people from killing things),

foresters who practice sustainable forestryised to guide land management activitie§ oo ding pair and their offspring. Wolve ; . X i
unlike the logging which occurred in theon the Black River State Forest. Larg?naylivegtgbe 101012 years%ld gt;utare nﬁ;ggﬂggg&?}heiﬁgomhat their population be

1800s. The Black River State Forest has@wnerships of forest lands are combined t9, . . 21iv mature until thev are 2 vears old , )
long range management plan which wilform eco-regions for purposes of managin y Y y By the late 1970's wolves began reap

insure the continuous flow of wood prod-biological communities rather than for ar%aecnk(?rglr%’ %neerlggenrtﬁ 2]? Tp?ﬁl?? }thaér:ntﬁurgsgng%cggﬁ? e\(/:\gz%(t)g 3 Iirr]{Wl?g 0(1)2221

ucts for future generations. individual species. breeding female tidies up her den (whictbut these were all confined to remote for-
the whole pack helps dig), and delivers asts in the north-central and northwestern
litter of 5 or 6 pups. reaches of the state.

Contrary to popular beliefs (and wide- In the winter of 1994-95, two packs
spread opinion), wolves’s diets do not inwere discovered living in eastern Jackson
clude human beings. In the upper Greatounty, part of Black River State Forest. A
Lakes region, as elsewhere in the continentird pair established itself that year, unde-
this species focuses on members of the dereicted by DNR biologists, and all three
family. In Wisconsin wolves feed prima- groups raised pups in 1995. Wildlife enthu-
rily on white-tailed deer. They supplementiasts greet the return of the wolf to western
their diet with beaver, rabbits and otheWisconsin with guarded enthusiasm. Itis a
small animals. sign that, given a chance and the support

In the fall and throughout winter, manyand understanding of the public, endan-
of the pack’s yearling wolves get the “itch"gered wildlife can stage a comeback.
to leave. They are approaching maturity, Visitors to the forest probably will not
and in order to exert their independenceee a wolf. They are very secretive and
they need to strike out on their own inusually avoid people. However, their tracks
search of unoccupied space, full of deer anflay be seen occasionally on area woods
beaver. They also search for spaces whergiils. If really fortunate, you may hear the
there are few people. Many radio collaregvild howl of a wolf pack as evening de-
yearling wolves studied over the years havecends and members of the pack gather
traveled 100, 200 and 300 miles in search efgether before sauntering out on their
such spaces, and a companion wolf. nightly rounds in search of prey.
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Wild Turkeys in the Forest

The first release of wild turkeys in Jack- ~ The Black River State Forest composigceyr, turkeys could sustain heavy losses. Inthe spring season, 1995, 382 gobblers
son County was made in 1984 on the Soution is approximately one-third oak, oneqn contrast to Zone 14, the best turkeyvere harvested in Zone 14. 130 birds were
Beaver Creek Wildlife Area. The first re-third pine and one-third aspen and assoGigpitat is found in the driftless area oharvested in the 1995 fall season.
lease of wild turkeys in th_e Zone 14 portiorated _mlxtures.. Thg topography is mos,tl)Southwes'[ Wisconsin. More fertile soils We can expect to see the wild turkey
of Jackson County, whichincludes the Blacklat with oak ridge interspersed. Since iNproduce an abundant farm and nut cro@n the Black River State Forest as a per-
River State Forest, was made in 1989. Theeoduction, the turkey population has INHilly terrain allows access to snow freemanent indigenous resident as long as

first spring and fall hunts in Zone 14 oc-creased dramatically in Zone 14. Wintergoyth slopes and numerous spring seeds dreesent favorable forest management
curred in 1990 and 1992 respectively.  have been mild and a favorable acorn crogsilable for the birds. practices continue.

has been available. Should a harsh winter
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